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Once more we are struck by Sebastian's own confidence in his discovery. He may have exaggerated in saying that exposure would imperil his life, but it is quite credible that it would have lost him his high appointment. After a second flirtation with a foreign power the Emperor would have dispensed with his services and would very likely have imprisoned him to stop his mouth. And yet Sebastian risked it. He had no nice sense of honour, but he dared much and believed in his star.